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Presentation’s main topics
� Environment and location
� Ownership
� Land use changes
� Forest management
� Plantations
� Products and services
� Wood industry & technology
� Public institutions

Conclusions

1. Various forest environments
Forests: 10.4 M ha

Italian flora:
over 5,800 species
5,300 herbaceous and 500 woody

Europe: 7,500 species

� Boreal coniferous forests (Vaccinio-
Piceetea)

� Alps and Apennines Pine forests
(Erico-Pinetea, Junipero-Pinetea)

� Montane Beech forests (Querco-
Fagetea)

� Mixed Oak woods and other mesic
forests (Querco-Fagetea, Alnetea
glutinosae, Salicetea purpureae)

� Mediterranean evergreen forest
(Quercetea ilicis)

5 main forests types:

35,5%
5,0%

59,5%

2. Forests = mountain
95% of the forests in hilly
and mountain regions:
= less developed areas
(income = tourism and some
quality farm products)

→ multi-functional forests (soil protection,
water cycle regulation, fuelwood and timber
production, recreation, landscape, …)

CORINE Land Cover
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3. Local & small owners
Forestland ownership:
� 60% private (former farmers): 3 ha/firm
� 40% public

� Local municipalities
� Local communities

→ Local interests prevailing on general ones
→ Strong public “command and control”

instruments

4. Expansion of forest cover
2-3 million hectares
under natural
conversion to forests
(mainly in mountain
areas)

1950 = 5.5 M hectares
2000 = 10.4 M hectares

Pink areas = mountain
Black spots = land under conversion

Negative impacts (mainly in Mediterranean areas):
� fires
� un-controlled grazing
� homogeneous landscape (→ problems for tourism)
� loss of employment opportunities

Positive impacts:
� increased stock
� biodiversity

5. Active management decreasing
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Wood production = 8 M cubic metres
(60% fuelwood)

NAI = 36 Millions cubic metres
Harvest/NAI = the lowest in Europe

(after Slovenia – source: FAO )

(but a lot of un-recorded small scale fuelwood harvest)
Too low profits
for the forest
owners

Environmental education
(Forest school, outdoor school,
summer camps, …)

55 adventure parks

Sports and
organized recreation

Forests concerts

www.isuonidelledolomiti.it

Forest
museum
Arte Sella
(www.artesella.it)
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� Certification (FSC and PEFC)
� (Green) Public Procurement

policies
� Use of bio-energy (Green

pricing, “Green certificates”)
� Carbon offset investments

New marketing instruments 6. Fast growing plantations
Poplar plantations in the Po Valley:
� Rotation period: 10 yr
� NAI: 15-20 cm/ha/yr
Removals of industrial roundwood in
Italy

59% (1.8 M m3) from poplar plantations in
the plains of the Po river valley
= 83,400 ha

41% from the
remaining
10,300,000 ha
of forest land

New plantations
of walnut, cherry, ash, maple,...

� A clear trend: concentration of forest products supply

A risk of excessive specialisation:
� Fast growing forests for timber production
� Abandoned or extensively used semi-natural forests

Source: Sedjo, 2001 – FAO study

% on the total industrial wood
2000 2050

Primary forests 22 5
Secondary forests irregularly managed 14 10
Secondary forests regularly managed 30 10
Plantations with native species 24 25
Plantations with exotic species 10 50

Within 2050, 75% of the total
supply of industrial timber
will come from plantations
(50% p. with exotic species)

7. NWFPs = commercial products
& recreational services

� Income from mushrooms,
chestnut, truffles >> than
from timber production

� Change of property rights for
many NWFP: from public to
private goods
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Revenues from sales of timber (before felling) and
mushroom-picking permits in the community forest of
Asiago, north-east Italy (1998-2005)
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http://www.fungodiborgotaro.com/default.htmEC Mark of
origin

Production
areas

Type of
permit

Growing
rate

Comunalie di Gotra, Buzzò, Albareto, Boschetto, Groppo, Tombeto e Montegroppo in Comune di Albareto.

Verranno rilasciati tesserini di colore verde con le seguenti caratteristiche:

* giornaliero (valido per il giorno indicato nel tesserino) :

costo: Euro 15,00 per i non residenti in Comune di Albareto; Euro 6,00 per i residenti nel Comune di Albareto
nonché per i proprietari, ed affittuari con contratto almeno annuale, di seconde case nelle frazioni delle
Comunalie ;

* semestrale (valido comunque non oltre il 15.11.2003):

costo: Euro 150,00 per i non residenti nei Comuni di Albareto Euro 67,00 per i residenti nel Comune di Albereto
nonché per i proprietari, ed affittuari con contratto almeno annuale, di seconde case nelle frazioni delle
Comunalie

Modalità di accesso: i tesserini saranno vidimati , nel punto di vendita, con il timbro della Comunalia di accesso, da
personale incaricato dal Consiglio di Amministrazione.

Tale tesserino darà diritto all’accesso ad un’unica Comunalia, pur consentendo di percorrere a piedi e di esercitare la
raccolta nel territorio di tutte le Comunalie facenti parte dell’area B) .

In considerazione dell’antica consuetudine di reciprocità fra le Comunalie confinanti di S.Vincenzo-Rovinaglia in
Comune di Borgotaro e Gotra, Buzzò e Albareto in Comune di Albareto è consentito agli utenti lo sconfinamento;

Per evitare un eccesso di carico giornaliero di cercatori con effetti negativi sulla capacità di rigenerazione
dell’ecosistema, viene stabilito un numero massimo giornaliero di persone a cui consentire l’accesso come a seguito
specificato:

Comunalie di Gotra e Buzzò n.100
Comunalia di Albareto n.700
Comunalie di Boschetto e Tombeto n.120
Comunalia di Groppo n.100
Comunalia di Montegroppo n.200

Giorni e orario di raccolta : martedì, sabato e domenica; la raccolta può essere effettuata a partire da un’ora prima della
levata del sole, mentre l’uscita dall’area B) deve avvenire entro e non oltre le ore 15.

Quantitativi: non oltre 3 Kg .

>> TESSERINO VERDE

http://www.fungodiborgotaro.com/default.htm

Daily permit: 15 Euro
(for 3 kg max)

http://www.stradadelfungo.it

http://www.marrone.net/rubriche/strada.htm

NWFPs

A very large forestry sector

2nd European importer
of wood products

2nd world exporter of furniture
(after China) (till 2002 it was the 1st)

3-4% of the
national industrial output

8. A strong, dynamic, flexible
wood-working industry

90,000Firms
420,000Employed
11,000Imports
15,000Exports
37,000Turnover

Basic structural data (M US$)

9. Large imports →→→→
enhanced substitution technology
� Medium Density Fibreboards (MDF)
� Particle-boards of recycled wood
� Recycled paper for high AV products
� Oriented Strand Board (OSB)
� Bi-laminated beams
� KVH (KonstruktionsVollHolz: Finger-jointed solid construction timber)
� Engeneered products like

� “T-beams”
� multi-laminar wood and veneer sheets, etc.
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“Ecological” panel

from forest residues to
wood working wastes
to recycling of final wood
products

http://www.pannelloecologico.com

10. Decentralisation
� A federal administrative structure in the

forestry sector (21 Regions and Autonomous
Provinces)

… but still the State maintain a forest police
body (Corpo Forestale dello Stato)

� Overlapping in some responsibilities

� A strong
bureaucracy
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Final considerations
� Abandoned forests vs.

profitable plantations
� Non competitive timber

production vs.
advanced NWFP
marketing

� Low domestic supply of
ind. wood vs. export of
finished products

� Outdated institutions/
dynamic civil society

Italy = a country of strong contrasts and contradictions:


